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BACKGROUND

Public interest in health policy has intensified dramatically in recent
years, as concerns about the nation’s health and the health care system
have grown. Compared with other industrialized nations, the United
States continues to perform poorly on numerous indicators of health
status. And though health care expenditures continue to rise, increasing
numbers of Americans are either uninsured or under-insured. Further,
health care delivery systems are reorganizing and consolidating in
response to competitive pressures in the marketplace. Efforts to
reform health care financing and delivery at national and state levels
pose serious challenges in terms of policy formulation and imple-
mentation. Moreover, problems with deep economic, political and
social roots—such as substance abuse, AIDS, depression, racial and
ethnic disparities in care, some infectious diseases, and conditions
associated with unhealthy lifestyles—continue to burden the health
care system and public health agencies with challenges that lie beyond

their traditional missions.

Today, as our nation struggles with ways to promote the health of
our people and how best to improve access to health care, as well as
its quality, equity and efficiency, the field of health policy research
offers exciting challenges and opportunities. Clearly, any sector of
the economy that consumes almost one-sixth of the gross domestic
product deserves the attention of the most gifted scholars. As the
health sector has grown in size and complexity over the past three
decades, so too has the need for research and analysis to guide
development of health policy at the national, state and local levels.

The social science disciplines of economics, political science and
sociology have made important contributions to health policy
research, providing useful and insightful frameworks for understanding
and analyzing the health sector and its problems. In the current
environment, marked by growing market forces, an aging population,

the increased prevalence of chronic illness and of conditions associated

with culture and lifestyle, a public health system in disarray, and a

health care system in organizational flux, social scientists who will




apply their disciplinary perspectives to the study of complex policy

questions are badly needed. Some examples from each field follow.

Economists may inform the discussion by:

m studying the economic burden of disease on difterent populations
caused by disparities in access to care;

m analyzing the effects of organizational changes on the cost and quality
of care and on the willingness of competing organizations to serve
diverse population groups;

m assessing the effects of continued growth in health spending on
federal and state budgets, as well as on other sectors of the nation’s
economy;

®m analyzing the implications and effects of different tax policies on
the health and well-being of populations and of individuals;

m evaluating the impact of hospital workforce policy changes on

patients” health outcomes.

Political scientists may furnish fresh insights into such areas as:
= the ways in which legislative battles are strategically framed and fought;
m the role of public opinion in shaping policy formulation;
m the balance of power among major players that may shift as a result
of changing policies;
= the influence that interest groups exert over health policy decisions;
= the forces that empower and mobilize communities to address
health problems.

Sociologists may contribute to the policy analysis and debate by:

m increasing our understanding of the effects of changes in the structure
and organization of the health care delivery system;

m assessing the impact of the changing roles and functions of health
care providers;

m providing a framework for understanding how social movements
affect the nation’s health;

m expanding our knowledge of the socioeconomic and cultural

determinants of health.

The interplay among all three disciplines, when brought to bear on
any single issue, results in a rich, multidisciplinary perspective that
enhances problem definition and resolution. To ensure that health
policy research continues to benefit from these disciplinary perspec-
tives—and from the interaction among them—the Foundation
established the Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research
Program in 19921t is part of the Foundation’s rich history of programs
and projects in our Human Capital portfolio that seek to build and
maintain a strong and diverse leadership and workforce in health and
health care, as well as to help develop specific fields.

THE PROGRAM

The Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research
Program helps develop a new generation of creative health policy
thinkers and researchers within the disciplines of economics, political
science and sociology. Each year, the program enables up to 12
highly qualified individuals to undertake two-year fellowships at
one of three nationally prominent universities: the University of
California, Berkeley in collaboration with the University of California,
San Francisco (Berkeley/UCSF)—under the direction of John
Ellwood, Ph.D.; the University of Michigan—under the direction of
Paula M. Lantz, Ph.D.; and Harvard University—under the direction
of Katherine Swartz, Ph.D. All three sites have nationally recognized
social science departments and professional schools whose faculty
have significant health policy expertise. Scholars in the program have
the opportunity to work closely with faculty from the social sciences
—as well as from medicine, public health and public policy—in an
environment conducive to disciplinary and multidisciplinary learning

and collaborative research.

Those selected as scholars will have access to the full range of
university resources, including libraries, computers, databases and
research support, and will receive stipends from their university of
$80,000 for the first year and $83,000 for the second year. Scholars
will be free from teaching, consulting and administrative responsibilities



during their participation in the program. Support is provided directly
to the participating universities, which in turn provide stipends to
the scholars. Financial support also is available for scholars’ research

expenses, including travel.

Recent graduates of doctoral programs in economics, political
science and sociology, including junior faculty, are invited to apply.
At each site, the program brings together talented individuals—each
rooted in one of the three disciplines—to learn about health, health
policy and the perspectives of the other two disciplines. It is expected
that scholars will pursue careers within their disciplines, making
important research contributions to future health policy in the
United States.

Curricular activities at the participating universities are designed to

be flexible to meet individual scholars’ educational needs and interests.

Specific activities vary by institution, but generally include seminars,

workshops, tutorials and independent research projects. At each

institution, these offerings are intended to accomplish three objectives:

1. Educate scholars about health, health care, the organization and
financing of the health care delivery system, and the health
policy-making process.

2. Expose scholars to a learning environment in which each comes
to appreciate the perspectives and methods of other social science
disciplines, in addition to medicine and public health.

3. Offer scholars the opportunity to develop a health policy research
agenda and to conduct relevant research and analysis under the
guidance of and in collaboration with distinguished faculty mentors.

The program’s goal is to produce scholars who:

m have the commitment and capacity to inform and influence U.S.
health policy discussions through their research, publications and
active involvement as scholars in the policy-making process;

m bring a fresh perspective to important and perplexing questions
facing health policy-makers today;

m understand and appreciate social science disciplines other than
their own;

= continue to undertake research in their respective disciplines;

m infuse their home disciplines with policy research questions related
to health and health care.

Existing and former scholars have pursued diverse and flexible career

paths both during and after completing the program. Some examples:

Elizabeth Armstrong, an assistant professor in the Department of
Sociology and the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International
Aftairs at Princeton University, has conducted research on the rela-
tionship between self-efficacy and health outcomes and the social
construction of risk in pregnancy. This work, which she began while
in the Michigan program, has resulted in a book, Conceiving Risk,
Bearing Responsibility: Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and the Diagnosis of Moral
Disorder (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003). In 2004, she received
a Robert Wood Johnson Investigator Award in Health Policy Research for
work on “Fetal Personhood: the Raw Edge of Obstetrical Practice
and Ethics.”

Michael Greenstone is the 3M Associate Professor of Economics
at MIT. His current research, initiated while he was in the Berkeley/
UCSEF program, includes a project on the association between
particulates in air pollution and infant mortality rates. An article,
co-authored with Ken Chay of UC Berkeley, reporting on this
research, received the International Health Economics Association’s
2004 Kenneth J. Arrow Award for the year’s best paper in health

€Cconomics.

Cathy Cohen, professor of political science at the University of
Chicago, was a scholar in the former program at Yale University,
where she continued research begun in graduate school on the
political response to AIDS in African-American communities. In
2005, she received a Robert Wood Johnson Investigator Award in Health
Policy Research for a project entitled, “Race, Politics, and Adolescent



Health: Understanding the Health Attitudes and Behaviors of
African American Youth.” She currently serves on the program’s

national advisory committee.

Dalton Conley, professor of sociology and public policy at New
York University, and director of the Center for Advanced Social
Science Research, has extended his research interests in race and
poverty to the areas of social and biological risks in health. Work for
his third book, The Starting Gate: Birth Weight and Life Chances, with
Kate W. Strully and Neil G. Bennett (University of California Press,
2003), was begun while he was a scholar in the Berkeley/UCSF
program. In 2005, he received the National Science Foundation’s
2005 Alan T. Waterman Award, which recognizes an outstanding

young researcher in any field of science or engineering.

Rucker Johnson, an assistant professor in the Richard and Rhoda
Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California,
Berkeley, is continuing research begun while in the Michigan program
on health dynamics and the evolution of health inequality over the
life course with particular focus on the importance of neighborhood
and family background. This work grew out of his award-winning

dissertation in labor economics.

Daniel Carpenter, professor of government at Harvard University,
is continuing research (begun while he was in the Michigan program)
in complex administrative organizations that operate in the health
policy domain by conducting historical, formal and statistical studies
of FDA drug approval, pharmaceutical markets and public attention
to disease. Carpenter received a Robert Wood Johnson Investigator
Auward in Health Policy Research in 2004 for a project on “Reputation
and Regulation: A Study of Pharmaceutical Policy at the FDA.”

Chiquita Collins, an assistant professor in the Department of
Sociology at the University of Texas, Austin, continues research
(initiated while in the Berkeley/UCSF program) on the extent to
which racial residential segregation impacts mortality rates for
African Americans and whites in urban areas. In 2004 she was one
of 20 recipients of a Career Enhancement Award for Junior Faculty
administered by the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation
and funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

John Cawley, an associate professor of policy analysis and management
at Cornell University, is continuing research initiated at the Michigan
program on the economics of obesity, including the effect of body
weight on labor market outcomes and on adolescent behavior. He
received the 2005 John D. Thompson Prize for Young Investigators
from the Association of University Programs in Health Administration,
for his contributions to the research literature in the field of health
economics and the economics of obesity. Cawley also is co-editor of
a three-volume set, The Economics of Health Behaviors (Edward Elgar
Publishers, 2006).

Jonathan Oberlander, an associate professor of social medicine at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, teaches health
policy in the School of Medicine and the Department of Political
Science there. He continues research on Medicare politics, which
he began in graduate school and expanded while in the Berkeley/
UCSEF program. Oberlander is the author of The Political Life of
Medicare (University of Chicago Press, 2003).

Helen Levy, a research assistant professor in the Department of
Health Management and Policy at the University of Michigan
School of Public Health, has expanded the research begun while in
the Berkeley/UCSF program to include the financial consequences
of poor health for households without health insurance and the

determinants of men’s and women’s occupation choices.



Recent publications by other program alumni include:

Halfmann, Drew (Cohort 8—Michigan), Rude, Jesse and Ebert, Kim.
2005.“The Biomedical Legacy in Minority Health Policy-Making,
1975-2002.” Research in the Sociology of Health Care, 23:245-275.

Kersh, Rogan (Cohort 5—Yale) and Sage, William, Co-editors.
2006. Medical Malpractice and the U.S. Health Care System. Cambridge
University Press.

Lutfey, Karen (Cohort 9—Berkeley/UCSF) and Freese, Jeremy
(Cohort 12—Harvard). 2005.“Toward Some Fundamentals of
Fundamental Causality: Socioeconomic Status and Health in the
Routine Clinic Visit for Diabetes.” American_Journal of Sociology,
110(5) 1326-1372.

Oliver, Eric (Cohort 6—Yale). 2005. Obesity: the Making of an
American Epidemic. Oxtord University Press.

Volden, Craig (Cohort 8—Michigan). 2006.““States as Policy

Laboratories: Emulating Success in the Children’s Health Insurance
Program.” American_Journal of Political Science, 50(2): 294-312.
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

The Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research
Program embraces diverse racial, ethnic and gender perspectives,
and encourages applications from candidates who come from
groups that historically have been underrepresented in the three

disciplines of interest.

Field of Study

Applicants must have received a doctoral degree in economics,
political science or sociology during the time period noted below.
Preference will be given to applicants who have not previously

worked extensively in the areas of health or health policy research.

Receipt of Degree

Applicants must have received a doctoral degree after January 1, 2002,
but not later than July 2007. For those expecting to receive degrees

in 2007, all degree requirements must be completed by July 15,2007.

Citizenship
All applicants must be citizens of the United States and its territories
or have permanent residency status at the time of application to the

program.

11



SELECTION CRITERIA

Review of Applications
The following criteria will be considered in the course of the
application review process:

® The applicant’s potential to contribute creatively as a social scientist
to future U.S. health policy thinking—either by identifying emerging
health policy issues and problems or by bringing new insight to the
examination and analysis of existing issues and problems.

® The applicant’s commitment to a career consistent with the program’s
purpose and goals.

® The quality of the applicant’s past research, including dissertation
research.

® The capability of the applicant to undertake this challenging program.

® R ecommendations by faculty and other individuals with whom the

applicant has studied or worked.

All applications are screened by the national program office (NPO)
and forwarded to members of the national advisory committee, the
program site directors, and RWJF staff for extensive review.
Approximately 25 finalists are selected for interviews with faculty at
one or more of the participating universities. From these interviewed

finalists, up to 12 scholars will be selected to receive fellowships.
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USE OF FOUNDATION FUNDS

Grants have been made to the three participating universities in
accordance with RW]JF’s regular funding guidelines. Under the
program, the universities provide scholars with their stipends, health
insurance, expenses associated with the move to their fellowship site,
and funds for a computer. Financial support also is available at each
university for expenses associated with scholars’ research, including

travel.

HOW TO APPLY

Application forms and materials have been developed to make the
application process as simple and straightforward as possible. Individuals
who meet the eligibility requirements can download the application
forms from the Web site or may contact the NPO at the address listed
under Program Direction to request application forms and discuss
any questions about the program, selection criteria or application
requirements. Candidates are encouraged to make inquiries and begin

preliminary discussions with the NPO as early as possible.

Please direct all initial inquiries to Kathy Aradjo, program manager, at
rwjf@bu.edu or by calling (617) 353-9220.

RWIJF does not provide individual critiques of applications submitted.
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PROGRAM DIRECTION

Direction and technical assistance for the Robert Wood Johnson
Scholars in Health Policy Research Program is provided by the
Boston University Health Policy Institute, which serves as the NPO.

Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy
Research Program

Boston University Health Policy Institute

53 Bay State Road

Boston, MA 02215-2197

Phone: (617) 353-9220

Fax: (617) 353-9227

E-mail: rwjf@bu.edu

Web site: wiww.healthpolicyscholars.org

Responsible staff members at the national program oftice are:
® Alan B. Cohen, Sc.D., program director

® Nora K. Zelizer, Ph.D., deputy director

m Kathleen M. Aratjo, program manager

® Jennifer E. Drake, M. A., research analyst

Responsible staff members at the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation are:

® David C. Colby, Ph.D., interim vice president, Research and Evaluation
® John R. Lumpkin, M.D., M.PH., senior vice president and director,
Health Care group

® Lori A. Melichar, Ph.D., program officer

» Christine Phares, grants administrator

® Paul A.Tarini, senior communications officer

For more information on the program, please visit

www. healthpolicyscholars. org.
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MARK A.PETERSON, Ph.D., Chair
Professor of Public Policy and Political Science
School of Public Affairs

University of California, Los Angeles

LAWRENCE D. BOBO, Ph.D.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Centennial Professor of Sociology
Director, Center for Comparative Study in Race and Ethnicity
Stanford University

CATHY J. COHEN, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science
University of Chicago

KAREN S. COOK, Ph.D.
Ray Lyman Wilbur Professor of Sociology
Stanford University

DORA L. COSTA, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

WILLIAM N. EVANS, Ph.D.

Professor of Economics
University of Maryland—College Park

ROBERT M. HAUSER, Ph.D.
Vilas Research Professor of Sociology and
Samuel A. Stouffer Professor of Sociology

University of Wisconsin, Madison
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DAVID MECHANIC, Ph.D.

Rene Dubos University Professor of Behavioral
Sciences and Director, Institute for Health,
Health Care Policy, and Aging Research
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

JAMES A. MORONE, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science

Brown University

MARK V. PAULY, Ph.D.
Bendheim Professor and
Professor of Health Care Systems
The Wharton School

University of Pennsylvania

BARBARA SINCLAIR, Ph.D.

Marvin Hoffenberg Chair of American Politics
Department of Political Science

University of California, Los Angeles

BARBARA L.WOLFE, Ph.D.

Director, LaFollette School of Public Affairs

Professor of Economics and Population Health Sciences
University of Wisconsin, Madison

RASHI FEIN, Ph.D., Chair Emeritus
Professor of the Economics of Medicine,
Emeritus

Harvard Medical School
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TIMETABLE

October 25, 2006

January 8-26, 2007

Late February 2007

August 2007



ABOUT RW]JF

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation® focuses on the pressing
health and health care issues facing our country. As the nation’s
largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to improving the health
and health care of all Americans, the Foundation works with a
diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions
and achieve comprehensive, meaningful and timely change. The
Foundation seeks to:

m assure that all Americans have access to quality health care at
reasonable cost;

= improve the quality of care and support for people with chronic
health conditions;

= promote healthy communities and lifestyles;

m reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance

abuse—tobacco, alcohol and illicit drugs.

For more than 30 years the Foundation has brought experience,
commitment and a rigorous, balanced approach to the problems
that affect the health and health care of those it serves. When it comes
to helping Americans lead healthier lives and get the care they need,

the Foundation expects to make a difference in your lifetime.

For more information, visit www. nwjf org.

Sign up to receive e-mail alerts on upcoming calls for proposals

at: http://subscribe.rwjf-org.
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Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation
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P.O.Box 2316
Princeton, NJ 08543-2316
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